Evangelical 


Christendom 
March-April, 


association with the arrangements 


for the celebra of the 
The Reformation and Fourth centenary of the Relorme. 
) tion and the English Bible a great 


; united Thanksgiving Service will 
The English Bible 
This will be on Tuesday evening, 
June 28th, at 7 p.m. This great gathering will be arranged by the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance, and forms part of its contribution to the National Celebration, a movement with 
which the Alliance has been officially associated from ‘he very first consultations which led 
to the formation of a National Council to ise the celebration. We ask, even at this early 
stage the co-operation of all in making the 's Hall Thanksgiving Service a spiritual and 
success. Personal attendance, and the will to make the occasion known and to invite 

, will go far to help an undertaking which must necessarily be co-operative. 

We ask also for prayer that the Queen's Hall gathering may serve to arouse throughout 
our country and empire new interest and influence on the side of the open Bible, restored to 
us at the time of the Reformation, and in particular through Injunctions issued by Thomas 
Cromwell, by which a copy of the Bible was to be set up in every church so that all might 
read it. As so much forthcoming National Celebration concerns the Book we think it 
interesting to quote in part these Injunctions, to call special attention to the following two 


“ Item, that ye shall provyde on this side of the feast of next commying, one boke of 

i ich boke shall be ratablie 


“ Items, that ye discorage no man pryvely or apertly from the readynge or hearing of 
the same Bible, but shall expresslye provoke stere and exhorte every parsone to rede the 
same, as that whyche ys the very lively worde of God, that every Christen man is bounde to 
embrace, beleve and folowe, yf he loke to be saved ; admonyshinge them neverthelesse, to 
avoide all contention, or altercation therein, and to use an honest sobrietye in the yee 
of the true sense of the same, and refer th’ explication of obscure places to men | 
jugement in Scripture.” 

If our readers have been able to interpret the old English style and ing of these 
“Items” it will be apparent to them that it is proposed to emphasise next June the setting 
up by Royal authority the Bible in English in our parish churches, a fact for which all can 
and should wholeheartedly unite in praise and thanksgiving to God. Surely to commemorate 
this should in itself give rise to many to revalue 


the Word of God and to read it a ? This may be regarded as a most im t issue to 
which the most important event, the Reformation, gave birth. The ian unity 
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= 
born between you the parson and the parishioners aforesaid, that ys to say, the one half by ; 
yowe, and th’other half by them. : 


ation of the 


blication a 


(1) The Reformation has given to every 
English man, woman, and child free access to 
the Bible in their own tongue as the supreme 
rule and standard for faith, life, and devotion. 

(2) The Reformation reasserted the Gospel 
of Salvation by the free grace of God through 
faith in Christ, and of the direct 


access of the believer to God through Christ. 


(3) The Reformation by its appeal to the 
Scriptures led to the ition of more 
spiritual conceptions of the Church and 
Sacraments, to the ification of worship, 
and to renewed is on the ministry of 
the Word. 

(4) The Reformation by its emphasis on the 
spiritual oy of the children of God, 

laimed in Holy Scripture, has been the 
itful seed of true liberty in all departments 


of thought and life. 


“ The foregoing statement is commended 
as providing a suitable basis for a united and 
national celebration. It is clear that no 
observance of the Fourth Centenary of the 
Reformation could be worthy if it were not 
the united act of all who owe to that event 
so much that is precious in their spiritual 


“It should lead. to’ the deepening of 
religion through a better know- 


ge 8 May we quote in conclusion the late 
Dr. Wace, of Canterbury : 


needs at this present day, if it is to be a 
great united Christian country, and exercise 
its full force in the world. We want a sense 
of sin, which we have shrunk from expressing 
in public humiliation. We want a sense that 
there is one influence in this world 


want to unite 
things in thought, in meditation, in prayer, 


ship with one another—that fellowship 


ie following Resolution of the National Council: heritage. Such an observance as is here | 
“That this meeting of representatives of contemplated should have the following 
| the Anglican, Baptist, Congregational, ; 
Methodist, and Presbyterian Churches in 
$ ie wishes to — on record, its 
gratitude to ighty God to 
Goapel of the grace of the Lotd Jens ist; between the Churches ; and to the formation 
for the renewal of the witness to that Gospel 
at the Reformation and for the ision of religious forces of the time, We are challenged 
the Bible in the Mother tongue of the English in the changed circumstances of to-day to 
, carry a stage further what the Reformation 
Here then, in the National heritage of the 
| COMnineg O Reformation and the Open Bible we have 
_ two great and grand objects of commemora- 
| tion and celebration. Let us not for one | 
BE moment think of separating the one from 
lf the other. Should we not rather seize upon 
such a central united Thanksgiving 
hy — as that to take place at the Queen’s lon 
H quote the official interpret June 28th to express as individuals our 
celebration by National Council. in it t and heartiest thanks to Almighty 
| eee ee by the Executive God for the gift of His Word and its restora- : 
Fe Celebration of the Fourth Centenary of the 44... by His Providence through the great 
1: Reformation,” the following statement on religious Movement of the sixteenth century 
‘5 “ The Bible and the Reformation” is set {nown as the Protestant Reformation? Let 
. aa forth: us meet to thank Him that He inclined the 
i hearts of our fathers to accept the doctrines 
of Holy Scripture, and so to us 
- the heritage, not only of a , but of a 
i: sight of the fact that from the Bible and the 
Reformation“ have the inestimable | 
ai benefits and privileges of Civil and Religious 
Liberty. These are the principles which 
“g above all we need to in 
4 
4 These are the principles which England 
| es than any other, and that is, the Bible. We 
| 
ch, ppy to think, Uns 
% Evangelical Alliance has done, and is doing, 
he so much to promote.” 
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the Bedford Estate Office of an extension 
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t 
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> 
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prayer, and 


to the friends of the Alliance everywhere. We 


feel sure the matter will also be made a matter 


witness and work of the Alinace. We commit 
the friends of Christian 


so _ this crisis and its issues to God in 
which of prayer by | 


Alliance House. 
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and 
sixteen the 
ex 
now upon the altcrations 


to 
ensure, 


present lease 
sf 48 mecessary to 
and additions to 


Spanish 
y to interpret the situa- 
obtaining even the bare 
5 emphasised. It is « 
; > present to our readers 
; of some of the Spanish 
; the time of a general 
8 received from England. 
pal 
| 
ding tinned meats, con- 
IN SUFFERING SPAIN .— Distribution of food from England sent by the Spanish Protest Relief Fund. 


Mr. J. Cooke no less than {30 collected from 
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densed milk, and articles all per 
selected to meet the needs of young and old. 
The World's Evangelical Alliance is acting 
in this relief work in co-operation with the 
Committee on Co-operation in Spain. There 
is no expense of administration whatever, 
this being borne by the funds of the Alliance. 
_All contributions therefore go direct and 
without 
purchase and transport of to Spain. 

A pleasing feature of this relief work has 
been the receipt 
Evangelical Alliance gifts, including no 
less than {62 from the Swedish Branch 
(collections taken specially during the Week 
of Prayer) and {22 16s. from the Danish 
have recerved also through 


time to time from workers in Messrs. Harland 
& Wolff's Belfast Shipbuilding Works. 
have been made 
by the il of the World's Evangelical 
Alliance, and Rev. P. J. Buffard, on 
behalf of the Spanish Mission. We 
also mention with warm thanks the 
(as we go to press) of a further contribution of 
69 from Rev. G. E. Hickman Johnson on 
f of the Methodist Missionary Society. 
In the name of suffering evangelicals in 
In Memoriam.—We record with deep 


Glasgow. The Council adopted the following 


from foreign branches of the 


These include the of the Arch- 
bishops’ Commission of ine in the 
Church of England. We hope in the next 


Faith. No less i are the references 
in the of the * Commission 
to the Bibie, and the doctrines concerning 


Reference to this subject will be found on 


another It is unnecessary to inform 
our rea that matters in countries of 
Europe are also ing close attention, 


not only as regards religious liberty, but 
help to refugees, Christians and Jews alike. 


graciously permitted him to fulfil his pro- 
gramme without alteration or curtailment, 
is ph 


despite his physical weakness in America 
before he left for Australia. He looked 
forward to returning to England, and was a 
passenger on the s.s. Orion. But Divine 
providence has intervened, and his spirit 
was called suddenly to return to God 

gave it, and his body was committed to the 
deep on March 28th. On another page 

have endeavoured to set out an epitaph 
brief; and on yet another will be found 


of Sydney 


full Ta 


a 
an article on this the Vicar of 
Islington, Rev. J. M. Hewitt, M.A. The 
challenges every Christian to decide 
within himself what he con- 
Divine Revelation. We are shortly 
a reissue of Dr. Orr's 
treatise on the “ Virgin Birth,” specially 
written for the Evangelical Alliance. This ) 
is a doctrine vital and central to Evangelical 
Salvation, and Sanctification. 
Then we wish to assure correspondents 
that the Council of the Alliance have under 
close review thé proposal to hold in London { 
next September an “ Anti-God Congress.’ 
| How great is the need for courage, and 
prayer. 
Death of Bishop Taylor Smith. As 
we are going to press a wireless message has ; 
come from the sea to inform us that a much 
minute on March 24th : beloved Vice-President and friend has — 
ve i of the death of the i 
Rev. David D.D., Principal of d 
the Bible Training Institute, Glasgow. asa . 
member of the Alliance and of its Council Dr. ; 
work at home abroad. Within but a few : 
weeks of his death Dr. Mclatyre completéd for 
publication by the Alliance in association with 
the forthcoming Celebration of the 400th Anni- 
versary of the Keformation and the English | 
public life Dr. McIntyre radiated the love of God 
were 5 
ever be remembered as a brother beloved, and a 
humble follower of the Saviour he trusted and 
Matters of Moment.—ihere are matters Prayer at op? N.S.W. How much can . 
engaging attention at headquarters upon and should be written concerning this great ; 
which we cannot comment at the present saint, and friend of many! 


The Universal Week Prayer, 1938 
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The National Revival Family Prayers 
The subject of the National Revival of Family Pra is one of supreme National 
at Caxton Hall, Tuesday, February Ist, had 

. It should be regarded as the starting pomt of a new campaign 

to arouse throughout the length and breadth of our Empire co-operation to restore the old 
and honourable custom of family prayer. | 
The meeting, at which the Archbishop of Canterbury was 
all Churches, those ing His Grace including Viscount i 
of New Zealand}, the Bishop of Kensington, 


was once the very 

in home, and to restore it is not a 

simple matter. At the same time no pai The Secretary of State for Foreign 

tion of recovering what I am convinced has ‘“ As I have already told the Archbishop I 

greater than almost any other habit or the 

custom that could be named. the Ist February, as I am already engaged 

“T trust that every blessing will be with for 

the meeting, rendering it fully effective. 


Yours sincerely, inspires your effort. 
Wriiiam Epor.”’» Yours faithfully, 
The Bishop of London Hatirax.” 


“ I am truly sorry that with three engage- Marquis . berdeen 
ments it is impossible for me to be present beer dhe 


“I am very sorry 
 makeit quite impossible for me to be present. 
' mnare good to the religions “I was brought in the tradition of 
life of England than the revival of family oe rN 


prayer. family prayers, and conduct them, both in 
Yours sincerely, my ish and London homes regularly. I 
A. F. Lonpon.” sy iamily 
same 
™ Lord Chancellor worship, derive great help from so doing, 


afraid that Tuesday, the Ist February, is the “ I do trust the united meeting may be the 


day fixed for re-opening Parliament and as means of inspiring many more 
_ Speaker of the House of Lords I am not able to make family prayers a daily duty 
ours si y 


day. 
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a7 of the World’s Evangelical Alliance, under whose auspicés the meeting was arranged. 

z Some who had intended to be present but were prevented by official engagements, sent 

K messages of goodwill, and, in some cases, of testimony to the practice and value of family 

$ prayer. From among the latter we quote the following : i 
: The Archbishop of York “Tam very glad to hear that the Arch- 

¥ “T am sorry that I cannot be ton bishop is taking the chair at your meeting. 

February remember in my early childhood that 

: Canterbury will preside at the meeting to ‘amily prayers were almost the invariable 

urge the national revival of family prayers. 
ti Many circumstances have combined to  ‘hould so largely have died out. 

ABERDEEN.” 
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World’s Evangelical Alliance, at the Caxton Hall, Westminster, on’ February Ist, 1938). 
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I need not remind you of some of them. 
There is all round about us a break up of the 
of the home. 
There is the new ease and rapidity of motion, 
of perpetual transit hither and thither. There 
is the reluctance of the younger generation 
to observe old customs which have only 
tradition, as they would say, behind them. 
There is, I need not remind you, the increas- 
ing reluctance of servants to endure any 
requirements outside the routine of their 
daily duties. Perhaps not least, there is the 
general atmosphere of haste and restlessness 
in modern life. | 

But we must be a little more honest, I 
think, too. We must admit that one reason 
for the decay of family prayers is the way in 
which sometimes they were conducted: the 
formal of the servants, the choice of 
lessons from the Holy Scriptures quite 
unsuitable to the occasion, the use of long, 


tedious prayers, or prayers that were utterly 
remote the actual minds and lives of 
the who were present. I think there 


is no question that that, as well as the general 
movement of the times, is largely responsible 


_for a loss that we would wish to redeem. 


It is a foolish and a weak thing merely to 
acquiesce in the tendencies of modern life. 
We ought to have the courage to do what we 
can to control them, to see what is good in 
them, to prevent them becoming sources of 
evil. 

it is foolish to say that because 

custom has sometimes been 
ok we ought therefore to lay aside the 
chance of using it better. There are many, 
I know; who speak of family prayers as if 
they were—to use the common term— 
merely Victorian. Well, in certain circles 
at one time that word was one of criti¢ism, 
almost of scorn. I think we are beginning 
to learn better. I think we are beginning to 
have a pride in what was good in the Vic- 
torian age. I think the Victorian authors, 
to say nothing of Victorian furniture, are 
coming to their own again. And is there 
any reason why we should be ashamed of 
trying to keep alive in our midst a good and 
gracious and beautiful custom merely because 
it was habitual in the Victorian age? So 
we are here to testify to our desire that this 
custom should remain and be extended. 

Thank God it still exists. I think this 
evening of five great households which I 


chapel. ane tha 


I wish that there were more in larger 
houses who, if they have not a fi chapel, 
would consecrate some room as 


4 


you have the example of Lord 
Roberts, to which your attention has again 
been called in your very tickets of admission 
and where he shows that so long as there is no 


they are made to understand that it is one 
way of showing that they are all members of 
the one family, they are not unwilling to be 
t. 
_ And yet, of course, we must think of the 
houses of a much more modest kind. Par- 
ticularly I would think of the houses of our 
working folk. It is extraordinarily difficult 
for them to have any daily family prayer. 
The necessities of work compelling the young 
people to go out early for one employment 
or another, render it almost impossible. And 
evenings the young will be 
: how should it be othatehen® They are 
difficult to gather together at any stated 


| 
t e 18 
i 7 times, I must admit, the members of the 
i family are conspicuous by their absence, 
f but not always; and I know that they are 
it valued because they represent, as nothing 
4 else could, in those great houses, the unity 
ae of the whole household, as well as the remem- 
a brance of God in their homes. : 
| to his Scottish home, was accustomed to 
bring the whole household together, to read 
| himself some words from the Holy Scriptures 
and to offer his own prayers. To see that 
great man, statesman and philosopher, join- 
f ing together with the simple Scottish folk, 
f was something one is not likely to forget. 
a compulsion and attendance is made quite 
7 optional among the servants, so long as 
3 


gather together as one family and 
common remembrance of their Father 


commend 
itself to many of ; one reason 
or another it may be difficult, or the good 


the wireless, and on Sunday evening 
very beautiful Epilogue ; and though listen- 
ing-in can never take the place of an active 
and personal participation in worship, I 

iet households the family gathered toge- 
ther and in stillness and in reverence asso- 


ciated themselves there with the reading of 
the Scriptures, the singing of the hymms and 
the offering of the prayers. 

At any rate, in one way or 


think we are bound to do what we 


own homes?“ There is here an open 
for that ministry of the laity without 
the strengthening of Christianity in 
national life ‘is impossible. For. there the 
layman can be the minister in his own 
household: I shall not be misunderstood 
when I say the priest at his own family altar. 

So I am certain of this that there could 


be few more striking signs of a return among 


our people to religion and of the determina- 
tion of Christian e to see that they are 
giving the fulness of their witness to that 
sacred cause than the restoration in our 
homes of a custom which when it is thought- 
fully and considerately observed, 

the remembrance in our homes, as the 
centre of our family life, of God our Father 


as He still comes and dwells among us in 
Christ Jesus. 


IL—By the Rev. M. E. AUBREY, CH, M.A. 
(Moderater of the Federal Council of the Free Churches) 


referred to that picture 


_ when I came across that 


and household, sitting round the walls; 
the only light coming from a pair of candles 
on a small table in the middle of the room, at 


‘which he sat. His reading was rather slow, 


without dramatic emphasis, but bringing out 
every inherent shade of beauty and meaning. 
It deeply impressed aii his hearers. It was 
impossible for attention to wander from it 
for a moment.” 

Those words are taken from Mrs. Dugdale’s 
Life of Earl Balfour; and | confess that 
knowing something of his writings and 
thoughts, of those great questions which he 
frankly spoke of that moved in his mind, 
passage I was 

i I was very glad to find it. I had 
the privilege Of seeing Lord Balfour a good 


_ many times ; of watching him as a doughty 


5! 


fighter in the House of Commons ; of 
him.as a speaker upon public platforms; of 
noticing him one day as a connoisseur 
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time. In such cases, if we cannot expect _ the difficulties of the time and make 
daily prayers, at least there might be the real effort to remew the good old c 
observance of Sunday sao | when at Are we not entitled to say, “ Des | 
some hour convenient to them could for there is a blessing in it "’ ? 
their I would make an — to 
Who countrymen who have the cause 
is m many cases at heart that in this matter they EE 7 
of working households where that quiet 7 
worship on the Sunday evening consecrating q 
the home is greatly valued still. 7 
And I will venture to make another sug- _that that place must first be secured in ow : 
man or the good woman of the house lacks nt 
the courage to undertake to lead the family ; 
worship, in almost all houses there is now a 
It is good to be at a meetiig oF this kind, 
about the state of religion in the homes of 
this country, and to have some part in [00 
recalling all those whom we can reach, 
directly or indirectly, to the observance of 
family prayers, which have meant so much 
in the past for the piety and moral strength of 
our people, and which, if they could be 
) re-established, would surely mean as much 
again. 
Your Grace has RR 
given to us on the back of our ticket of 
admission, of Lord Roberts and his household | 
at their family prayers. Side by side with 
that I have been thinking to-day of another 
picture, and if I read a few lines I wonder , 
how many of those present here will recognise 
who the central figure is in the scene of : 
room entirely in shadow, the family, guests, - 
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quality 


quite sure the 
which in its life it cannot afford to miss. 


, the people 


was in some of our Bantist homes, aed I 
As a result of all this I feel 
nation is Missing a certain 
The roots of national life are in the homes 
of the people. Possibly in our empire this is 


young men, however 

when I was a m 

them frequen 

confess it with shame. 

perish.” 

more true than in any other country or 
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of 


not like 


, of course, been 


speaking some time ago with Canon “ Where’ there is no vision 


people of our Christian life and faith. 
Tissington Tatlow, who in the Student 


The result of the neglect of family prayers 


have been missing, and as a result they have 
begun family prayers again in some of those 
We find a woeful ignorance among our eiife of the 


“homes. 
Christian Movement 


was 


4 


‘ 
‘ ® 


4 tle 
rift 
to happen. ian 
é I can speak, of course, only of m m 
es experience among the Free Church = 
. which I am quite sure in the last gen ‘ 
+ we have gone back sadly in this resy yw 
do not want to speak too sombrely. 
| God I visit a good many homes in is. 
. somehow gop: Agen takes place da dest features of this genera- 
: . day; but I visit a good many | lack of anything like real 
i ah homes in which, much to my surpris hy between parents and 
does not take but in which lo find contact with each 
Be et almost be sure thi years ago it would have other on the deepest things. A great many 
ee taken place. It is not that they do EE 
eae it. Sometimes at the end of the day I have 
i iy said, quite naturally and quietly, “ Would 
7} it not be pleasant if we said our prayers 
together before we go to bed ? and almost 
| invariably a suggestion like that has been 
; ‘ received with delight. I am very glad of 
i letters following such visits in which I have 
: sometimes been told that that simple act, 
| t 
| 
BG ugnt into touch With large numbers I 
a 4] young men and women from the best homes 


a 
4 
| | 
2 
4 
fe 
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The thing I would urge is that if in 
homes of those here to-night, or others we 
can influence, these prayers are -not heid, 
we should try at some t to make a 
beginning. Parents miss t opportunities. 


did his best |" But vou say, “ Well, 
what was the matter withit? What did you 
What did you want to hear that 
you didn't hear? What was the thing you 
didn’t like?" Very soon you would be 
launched out on the deep things of God. The 
restraints of years might be overcome, and a 
new and happy future begin in the circle 
of your own family. 

How wonderful it is that in the humble < 
home, as well as in the palace, there may be a 
ladder set up from earth to heaven, so that 
those who come there may sense something 
there they have not at home themselves and 
may say, “ Surely the Lord is in this place ! "’ 

This year’s celebration of the giving of the 
Bible to our English should be a help 
to us. Let us take full advantage of it. But 
I would ask Christian parents to consider 
how they shall be thought of by their children. 


In the “ Life of Principal Rainy ”’ there is, as 
far as my remembrance serves, a letter in 
which one of the daughters says that she 
could never—nor could the other children 
of that family—think of their father without 


thinking of God. What a tribute! Imagine 


been to him ; what they had read in his face, 
what they had seen in his eyes. What are 
your children going to say and think about 
? 

""T think of my own, and if I may just fora 
moment be personal, do you my sa 
kneeling down with them round the fire in 
we love and the whole wide world to the care 
of God, than I would have them think of 
me in any other way ? 


than the wisdom we gather and learn im later 
life. I have been going back to a childhood 
story. You know it as well as I do. It would 
not have lived if it had not had a deeper 
meaning. It is the story of a poor boy who 
discovered one day an old lamp which 
he polished it, had the power to 


. miracles. But it was laid aside on a shelf 


until the wicked uncle came crying 
lamps for old,”’ and induced the mother 
sell it, and barter it away with all its powers 
for a bright new lamp that had not a millionth 
part of its value. It was a bad bargain. But 
is not that what is happening in y of 
our homes to-day ? We put away the lamp 
that matters most on 
forget it. The Bible is there; prayer is 
there ; worship is there. we is 
that in our homes and in other homes the 
so 
he 


lamp that can give so much radiance and 


much power shall be taken down from t 
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AE found. If, as your Grace has said, it is the rela in which they must have 

Be impossible every day, it might be done once 

at are shy of leading in prayer, let t i 

by reading the Scriptures. "Fre 

Lord's Prayer be repeated. Books of 

Homes are in somme ways so m 

2 than they used to be, so much fuller of the 
. y say, “ Yes, v is amenities of life. These amenities have 
; true. I know I ought to speak about these multiplied so greatly that if our grand- 

things, but how can I begin after all these fathers came back they would think that we 

z years?” There are many opportunities if were living, some of us, in a luxury of which 

£ we will watch for them. You come home: they never thought. Yet there is a danger 

# after morning service, and at luncheon a that among all these precious things, the 

- bright son or daughter says, “ I didn't think § most precious of all should be missed. 

e much of the sermon this morning,” and Someone has said that those stories we 
; mother says, “ Well, my dear, the poor man _itearn in childhood have more import for us 
i shelf to give light to all that are in the house, 
4 amd to let its rays shine out into a world 
; where there is so much sorrow and shadow, 
= that others too may see the wonder of its 
light. 
| 
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Ill.—By LADY BATES, 
(Am Appeal to the Women of the Empire) ue 


individual soul; and an empire is made up 
of individual souls. We know what care 
the majority of parents bestow upon their 
children in all matters 
and material welfare. The mo 
to see that her children have the 

suitable clothing, of fresh air and 


denial in order that their children may have 
the best education it is possible to give 
them, that those children may have what is 
termed a real chance in life. . 

But how few parents, alas! seem to 
realise the absolute necessity of making 
provision for the growth of the spiritual life 
of their children. Those parents who are 
neglecting this side of their responsibilities, 
are robbing their children of what is their 
right ; and they are themselves losing a 
which only those who have it 
can realise. 


What marvellous material the Lord has 


in the wonderful faith of a little 
child! Now if we are to influence our chil- 
dren spiritually, there must be the witness 
in the home; and I know of no greater 
unity for bearing witness in the home 
than by the holding of family prayers. And 
when we talk of family prayers, I, at any 
rate, think of household prayers, not limiting 
the joining together of just the parents and 
pred rcs but also including the household 
st 
In many homes, as the children grow 
older those children are at school for the 
greater part of the year, and as they grow 
older still, they leave the home. There are 
homes where there are no children. So I take 
it that we all of us, when we talk of family 
prayers, think of the assembling together of 


in the old paths; and I can only say that 
for me the assembling together with the 
hold for the reading of God's Word and for 
kneeling in prayer before the Throne of Grace, 
is one of the high-water marks of the day. 
May I say here that another reason 
also why I do so value these prayers with the 
household lies in the consciousness, that even 
if they have not made time——because ours 
is an early household—to read the Bible 
and pray themselves before they are down 
for t early duties, at any rate there 
is this joining ‘together for worship. : 
Now it is one thing to begin your married 
life with the holding of family prayers: it 
i ite another thing, and an infinitely 
thing, to take that step later. As a 
people we are very reserved, I am inclined 
to think there are cases where the home is 
one of the most difficult places to witness 
. But I am quite sure that our wit- 
ness is of little worth outside if there is no 
witness in the home. If we really belong to 
the Lord we are called to be ambassadors 
for Christ; and the woman's sphere is 
imarily the home. I think we women 
y realise sometimes the power we have 
in the world for good or evil. I have seen it 
aptly stated that the realm over which 
women rule is that of manhood. There are 


' many men whose attendance at church seems 


to depend upon whether the wife is going or 
not! It is all wrong, but that is a fact in 
many homes. How often do we find in 
looking into the family history of a man who 
has done great things in the service of the 
Lord that the mother has been a praying 
mother. It is in the home surely that we are 
called upon first to bear witness for Christ, 
to show whose we are and whom we serve; 
and I know of no better way than by holding 
family prayers. 

Every visitor who stays in the house— 
even though few of them may come down 
to attend these ust at any rate 
be conscious of fact that God is a real 
force in one’s life. Family prayers create an 
atmosphere in a home. Perhaps uncon- 
sciously, but nevertheless truly, that atmos- 
phere is felt by all who come under that roof, 

Now for those who have not established 


the custom of family prayers, it is going to 


{ 


It WOULD be impossible to overestimate the | 
influence that the home-life has each ai 
power to ensure as far as she is able, that a 
those children shall grow up strong and ) 
healthy. Many parents practice real self- | 
those who are in the household. : 
How thankful to God those of us should | 
be who have had the inestimable privilege 7 
of having been brought up by godly parents. | 
Both in my home and in my husband's | 
home there were family prayers. It was 4 
but natural that we should have followed 
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I remember forty ag6, when I wasan = schoolmaster with one's large family of three 


undergraduate, at the college I was at, there or four hundred boys, without joining 


every 
was, of course, chapel every morning at morning in family pra with that large _ 
us 


eight it was voluntary, and very few of community in vatious boarding 
young men attended it. But a chaplain was houses t had them every as 
appointed to that college, and he used to family prayers too. Why? because 
come round to us young men, now to one and tion means not the of information 
now to another, during the course of some education means, if it is given. the 
months and say to us individually, “ Don't development of a certain ity of soul, a 
you might find it a certain poise of character wins because 
it deserves not only our praise, but our 
join in worshipping at the beginning of reverence. It is only attained by a 
the day ? mn pve ye ge amg faith and a simple worship of the Creator of us 
hak duaail ‘een most mornings. Soin all. If therefore in the family of a school we 
our own families: with a little suggestion, are doing that, why are we not doing the 
still more by example, I think we shall find same thing in the family of our own homes ? 
that the attendance will not be thin We cannot dispense with If we can 
It has been my lot for a good many years, our homes in t recover 
until recently, to be a schoolmaster. I for that habit, we shall find it not only a blessing, 
one could never try to carry on the work ofa _— but a joy. 


Bishop JOHN TAYLOR SMITH 


K.C.B., C.V.O., D.D. 


BISHOP 
COUNSELLOR 
FRIEND 
SAINT 


Died, and buried at Sea, 28th March; 1938 


A Vice-President of the World’s Evangelical Alliance 


’ For all the saints who from their labours rest—Alleluia 
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Continental Evangelical Life and Work 


(We ask our representatives and fri of Evangelical work in countries of Europe to send 


us from time to time substantiated of progress, or of persecution, where such 4s 


hands of the State, or the Roman Catholic Church, or other ecclesiastical influences. 


Newspaper reports will be welcomed. ) 


Urgent Needs Our readers are aware of the 
of Spanish effort which has been made 
Protestants. by the World's Evangelical 

Alliance and the Committee 
on Co-operation in Spain to minister to the 
urgent needs of Spanish Protestants at a time 
when they cannot help themselves. The 
great majority of them live in the area 
controlled by the Government of Spain, 
which includes some two thirds of the popula- 
tion. None have stronger claims upon the 
admiration and open-handed help of British 

Protestants than those who, in the face of 

enormous difficalties, have maintained in 

Spain their witness for the Gospel. Abou 

£1,200 has so far come to hand to send food to 

these worthy Protestants, representative of 
various churches, but all one in Christ Jesus. 

They are all united too by the Spanish 

Evangelical Alliance, and Committees of the 

Alliance are responsible in Barcelona, Madrid 

and Valencia for the distribution of the food 

supplies as it arrives. Every penny of the 
sum named has been applied to the purchase 
and despatch of , the administration 
expenses throughout being undertaken by the 
Council of the World's Evangelical Alliance. 


Gratitude Mr. Lawrence Elder, who is. 


of the giving valuable service to the 
Sufferers work of despatching this 


food for Spanish Protestants, 


‘in conjunction with the National Joint 
_ Committee for Spanish Relief who are kindly 


acting in the matter of transport, has written 
to The Christian some account of what has 
already been accomplished. In all, four 
consignments have been sent to Spain, and 


/Mr. Elder reports : 


are at the front or in training, and t refugees 
are helpless women and children, or old men. Also 


‘4 
jas 
. and we are as ready to respond to the cry of need, 
“ if it is humanly possible to verify and supply it. 
m4 Barcelona, telling of hardships caused by food 
+i? shortage. The facts were vouched for personally 
34 by Pastors Vila and Capé when they came 
expressiy to London to urge the sending of 
supplies. My own observations, during three 
; months’ relief work under the National Jomt 
3 Committee for Spanish Relief, fully bear out the 
; need and urgency of the situation. 
& The medica! Director of child-welfare centres 
: in Madrid told me there were 100,000 children 
: under five years of age in Madrid. Only about 
eae 8,000 were receiving milk of any kind, pectesy 
. all of it through the National Joint Committee 
| and Society of Friends. It is estimated that 
Valencia has three times the normal population, 

t and m Catalonia there is well over 1,000,000 
ey refu . about half of whom have come from 
oF the nthe: Provinces. Other cities and provinces 
7.3 of Spanish Government territory have the same 
#4 relative increase of population, but without a 
3 corresponding rise in food production. Hence 
F the scarcity of food. 

4 Readers can imagine how under normal 
4 circumstances the influx of a large population 
Ee would create difficulties. Add to this, that most 
yi of the able-bodied men—the food ucers — 

§ a m in Spain— 
i have been greatly increased under war conditions. 
: ¢ In the midst of those general adverse circum- 
: burden of receiving and caring for Protestant 

. refugees, out of their already scanty supplies. 
Lowe the brethren is not just a text of Scrip- 
: ture, in Spain, but a real bond that often imposes 
i sacrifices, undertaken joyfully. 

: The food sent out has been most timely, and 
+. cur Seip 2 rewarded by the letters of thanks 
a received. Nor is it only the actual gifts of food 
.f that are appreciated, valuable as they may be, 

but the fact that the sufferers are being remem- 

/ bered. In nearly every letter the thought occurs, 

Our fmends have not forgotten This has 

: The World's Evangelical Alliance and the made a deep impression, and will strengthen the 
4 Committee for Co-operation in Spain and Portugal faith of many during dark days. Sr. Cabrera 

desire to thank Christian friends of all sections of writes from Madrid, “ Your gifts have been 

Re the Church for their generous response to the received with profound gratitude . . . some 
4 appeal for help to the Spanish Protestant Relief with tears in their eyes said, ‘Do not forget to 
e Fund. The appeal was sent out in no partisan send a great hug (fuerte abrazo) to our friends in 
7 spirit. Our Protestant brethren are as dear to England.” A number came long distances on é' 
 % us on one side of the fighting line as the other, foot in the snow to receive their gift.” 


given twenty-foer hours to quit; in aca, 
in Spain situation in in the. Scottish Meat all ond 
course of which he says : then shot; the church property there, after 
in the present conflict in im. the cause cf handed back through the intervention of the 
religious liberty would most likely benefit by British Consul. In central Spain a member of 
a final victory of the Government forces. There the Brethren was beaten and afterward: shot 
are several facts which tend to prove the truth by Franco's soldiers; his widow lives to tell the 
of such a claim. tale 
First, before the Republic was set up, Pro- The Rev. Percy J. Buffard, Director of the 
testant evangelists in Spain were constantly being ' Spanish Gospel M affirms that Protestants 
subjected to molestation and persecution, often ish of foreign 
at the instigation of the local priests, who saw hope for a final victory of the rorves 
their own congregations dwindling and with this so that religious freedom may be assured to 
which the taithiel would pay them. 
baptisms, Masses, marriages and burials. In As far as Roman Catholicism goes, this faith 
1931, .after the Republic had replaced the would have an eqnal chance of freedom of worship 
ee Se was granted by law as that promised by General Franco. Franco 
: two years the Protestants greatly has stated that he will restore the Church to 
mcreased in numbers owing to the work of sach its ancient prestige and * Such a 
societies as the Spanish Gospel Mission and grandiose prospect, in view of abuse of power 
others, aided by numerous colporteurs who dis- and prestige of the Roman Church in Spain in 
tributed Bibles in great numbers, much to the the days of the Inquisition, is none too encourag 
annoyance of the Roman Church. ing to Protestants. 
The priests at that time confiscated and even 
translation of ble. There was a work said that the keen desire 
extant 


the Bible. 

at the time, ne oe Daan, giving on the part of Germany for friendly relations— 

reading being with Great Britain is handicapped by the 
them the entliest Christians official attitude in Germany to liberty of 
A y. conscience and worship. The case of Pastor 
after a lot of hard work, regained a good deal of Niemdlier has already done the government of 
, Germany incalculable harm, and no decent 


tributed m in Christian, or anyone else could regard without 


bem, bus is chused power te onch secret police act through the orders and 
an extent during the next three years that in the §‘Mfluence of Herr Hitler and his new Church 
1936 (February) elections the anti-Clerical Party | Government. The comparatively mild sen- 


came back into with a sweeping majority, tence imposed upon Dr. Martin Niemédller was 
and a Popular Front was formed. welcomed in this country, as elsewhere, until 
Mr. Mali r Fike it became known that the Doctor had been 


re-arrested at the conclusion of his trial only 
It is significant that the to be confined in a concentration camp. What 
Go a. 473 ~=6t this means to an honourable man, declared 
fifteen by his judges in Germany to be honourable, is 
— best understood by those who know pre- 
Spanish Government as “fed.” or, in Con- ailing conditions of Nazi-Socialist régime in 
tinental phraseology, “ Marxist.” Germany. Many, including the writer, have 
_It is equally erroneous to state that the present = si ened letters to The Times and other news- 
Fascism, although both these elements ha papers on the subject of religious persecution 
Italy,and. tions have withheld). We are glad, how- 
through the aid given to the = ever, to be able to quote the following letter 
of both from Viscount Cecil, which appearcd in he 
sides have promised this. In territory occupied Times'on Wednesday, March 9th : 
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on to British W urches have been closed and church property { 
eekly ome confiscated. In Cordova, the Scottish was 
| | 
| 
| 

with | thies for clericalism. As a resuit, the | rated aimost | in Germany by the 
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ver more Clearly, 

I as bee the real intention veiled behind its original 

f es and outspoken concerning the friendly offer, i.e. the desire of the State and 

hurch Struggle in Germany. A report froma the Party to replace Christianity by a new 

Basle newspaper furnished to us gives a religion. The cult of what was German was 
speech by Dr. Barth in which he exposes the im itself raised into a religion, and the new 

} Sreat temptation to which the Churches totalitarian claim of the State over press, 
in Germany were exposed when offered party, schools, was proclaimed with ever- 
} undreamed of possibilities for the evangeliza- increasing clearness and given expression in 
+ tion ange then German people if they would State measures. The Church, more especially 

exchange their Gospel Christian Faith for the Confessional! Church was to be allowed 
}. a German-Christian Faith. The Confessional the least possible freedom of action. Freedom 
t Churches and their pastors answered with of speech practically exists no longer in 

| ; stand thou on that side, for on this side am Germany to-day ; the Church Press. and the 
I.” They then organs for right to hold meetings are suppressed 
: ering nant, which should free. teachers of the Christian outlook were, and 

: tween the two parties stood the neutrals. are, pushed out of the schools : the university 

who thought they would declare themselves _jecturers of the theological Faculties are 
only when necessary, on the “ wait and a.» po aced by young men of the New Germany 
policy. The differences have become so type; the Siminaries of the Confessional 
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close up to the lunch hour. As we rose from our 
knees expressed their thanks in song. Their 
vaices blended sweetly and expressed the joy 
of the Lord. 

Price are enthusiastic regarding the futare of this 
hopeful venture of faith. The domestic depart 
ment, the hygrenic rules of daily living along with 
to lay the foundations of a mach-necded Bible 


church buildings and the activities of religious 
organisations have been interfered with 
and in some cases Even in Cluj 
itself, the capital of Transylivania, every kind 
of religious festival on the part of the 
minorities, especially Hungarian, is forbidden. 
In outlying places evening religious services 
and Bible lectures are forbidden, and 
generally all religious toleration outside the 
Greek-Orthodox Church is under restraint. It 
is a mistake to suppose that it is only the 
Baptists in Roumania who are bejng per- 
secuted—and we feel obliged to remark that 
we could wish that the Baptists themse'ves 
on the Continent, and especially in some 
countries, could exhibit more toleration and 
sympathy towards those who do not practise 
immersion or belong to the Baptist 
communion. The present outbreak of in- 
tolerance is to be traced to the Greek- 
Orthodox Church, which interprets the State ; 
and the recent Government Order concerning 
religious liberty affects all bodies not officially 
recognised by the State, i.e., all Protestant 
bodies except the Lutherans -arid the 
Hungarian Reformed Church. . 

As regards the Jews, no one can say what 
will be the result of the new elections, but one 
thing seems certain, whatever the result it will 


? 


not affect the position of the Jew for 
the better. In its anti-Semitic measures the 
Government has the vast majority of the 
people behind it, and if another party gets into 
er, for the sake of power it will be anti- - 
Interviews by the 
Roumania and other prominent personages 
have been given te English and French 
newspapers from which it might appear 
that the Jew that has a right to be in the land 
has nothing to fear: In fact, the Government 
is committed to a policy of treating the Jews 
very much as they have been treated in 
Germany, and there can be no doubt at all 
that they are going to further this policy. — 
The panic among Jews in Roumania is 
emphasised. The minority treaties may be 
kept in_theory, but there are many ways 
round a law, especially in Roumania. 


Mission to The Evangelical Alli- 
French-Speaking ance had much to do 
Foreigners with the founding of 
in London the French Protestant 


Church of Bayswater 
m Lend. Its founder, Pastor Du Pontet- 
de-La Harpe was a close associate and friend 
of the Alliance, and those who from 
first to last of this his great earthly ministry 
aided him were such well-known Alliance 
representatives as John Henderson, of Park, 
Scotland, one of the earliest founders of the 
Alliance, Lord Shaftesbury, and, later, Lord 
Kinnaird. In 1911 the Church celebrated its 
Diamond Jubilee, the Evangelical Alliance 
being ted among those who took part 
by not members of its Council. Pastor 
Du Pontet has long since to his 
heavenly rest, but a new Pastor has recently 
entered upon Pastor Du Pontet’s labours, 
Rev. J. Lageard, who has invoked the aid of 
the Alliance in making known a situation 
confronting the Bayswater Church which calls 
for the generous sympathy and co-operation 
of all friends of -Christian unity and the 
French-speaking population in London. We 
cordially endorse what Pastor Lageard said 
to us in a recent interview, and we quote 
his own words : 

“For more than seventy years this little 
Church and its Mission, founded originally by a 
“happy tion between men from different 
countnes— France, Switzerland,’ England, Scot- 


land—have done their best to fulfil the 
iaid upon them. 


; in a mysterious way.” Nothing happened of a 
oe | sensational satere. We did not expect « Our 
4 hearts were uplifted as those students made the 
mat mast of minute, knowing that we had come 
Training Institution m Poland. It has been the 
writer's privilege to visit Central Europe many 
times since the Great War, and he rejcaces that 
prayer has thus faz been answered. May we, who 
enjoy the opportunities of attending Conferences 
and Conventions, remember in our 
these who have no such privileges y the 
: Polish Bible School grow in numbers, power, and 
efiiciency for the Glory of the Name of jesus 
Difficulties Various correspondents send 
7 in us harrowing accounts of 
| Roumania religious difficulties in 
| Roumania, especially in 
| 
62 


Bol possesses the 
minds of some who should know better. A 
belief that Bolshevism represents triumphant 

closes the eyes to facts that 
cannot be disputed. Bolshevism is the 
negation of t by the people for 
the people—it is the tyranny of a well- 
organised minority exercising control over 


the majority by a system of terrorism. 
Bolshevism means root and branch hostility 
to all religion which it considers to be ine 
dope given to the people by Christianity. 
It is openly atheistic and its fruit is seen in 
the suffering of Russia under the heel of 
oppression and the victory of a Government 
that knows no moral standard and docs 
whatever will itself in being. Anarchy 
will one day follow in its steps. Moral 
anarchy already rules in manv quarters. 
Without God and morality a nation cannot 
prosper. We are not politicians, but from all 
we read from impartial sources there is no 
real change in the methods and the policy of 
the Bolshevists who have been guilty of the 
worst social and political crimes on an 


unprecedented scale. We are convinced that 


the honest men who support Bolshevism have 
been deceived, and that the time will come 
when they will deeply regret their action. 
Russia needs our prayers and the faithful 
Christian minority in that land claim our 
sympathy in so far as it can be given. 


LET US GIVE THANKS— 


For Jesus Christ—Risen Lord and Coming King. 


above all we ask or think.’’ 


For the adequacy of the Gospel of Christ to meet a whole world's need, as well as that of the individual. 
For more testimonies to the power of Prayer in united fellowship evidenced in further reports to 


be found on peges 42 to 45. 


LET US PRAY— 


That in the anxious international situation a new realisation of the teed for national Prayer may 
come to all charged with the responsibilities of government and authority. 


“ Give peace in our time, O Lord ; for there is none other that fighteth for us, but only Thou, O God.” 
That the practice of daily Family Prayer may be renewed throughout the homes of our land. 


For more courageous witness in moral 


questions, and remembrance on the part of ali that it is 


righteousness, doing what is right, “ which exalteth.”’ 
That the mew financial year on which the Alliance enters on April Ist may be one of spiritual aud 


material prosperity. 


Prayer is asked that the sum required ({2,000) in connexion with the expiration and extension of 
the lease of the Alliance House may be forthcoming ; and that it may be the desire of all 


to co-operate in this essential appeal. 


and adventure for Christ. 


Vor a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Church as a whole, and for a fresh spirit of service 


Prayer is asked for the arrangements for the United Thanksgiving Service at the Queen's Hall, W., 


on Tuesday, June 28th, in association with the Celebration of the 400th Anniversary cf the 
Reformation 


and the English Bible. 


| 
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" They have preached the Gospel to French- | 
in London, cared for the 
mo a brotherly welcome to all, have | 

yed their modest part in mg the great ‘+ 
ideal of Christian internati fell ip. J 

“ Now we are faced by a serious practical 
dificulty. The Church building is in urgent need | 
of repairs, which will necessarily be costly, and 
though the congregation is making every effort. | 
it cannot complete the task alone. 

“ We ask the aid of our sister-Churches and of | 
all Christians who can spare a little money for 
our cause. Our Saviour said: ‘In so far as you 
did it unto one of those My brothers, you did it 
ento Me.” HELP US—and pray for os, as we 
shall pray for you.” 

Bolshevism A thy with 
| 

ge | 
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years 

menace of the Romeward movement within 
the National Church is a challenge to all who 
esteem the principles of the Reformation 


as a precious heritage.” 2, 

prevailing questions of the validity of 

as between reformed and unreformed 

Churches Mr. Hewitt made it clear that “ if 

the statements of doctrine set forth in the 
ian Report are finally to be acknow- 


have no place in the National Church, and 
(2) any of Anglican reunion with our 
brethren of the Free Churches will be for 
ever destroyed. May God deliver us from 
any bartering tong Fa our great heritage of 
truth.” Since Mr. Hewitt spoke these words 
the Report on the Archbishops’ Committee 
on Doctrine has appeared, and has been “a 
best seller.”’ If that R takes any place 
in history other than as the confused thinking 
of some called “ scholars and leaders ” in the 
Anglican Church the of reunion will 
still less be realised. The Report is a subject 


course, been hailed by the secular Press as a 

“sensation” and circulation raiser, It is 
all 

On The Bishop of Ely, Dr 

Sideam B. 0. F. Heywood, confesses 

Bob in his Diocesan Magazine to 

a “measure of concern” 

about some of the contents of the Report of 


& 


itl to stand up and say that our Lord came 
down from Heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary, and again that 
the third day He (the Incarnate One) rose again 
according to the Scriptures—when I did not 
believe that these statements represented the 
I should feel that my action was not 
compatible with honesty. 


Co., 1/- net) entitled “ The Church and 


following passage will be found Barth's 
primary, essential idea. “ The quest for the 
unity of the Church must in fact be identical 
with the t for Jesus Christ as the concrete 
Head Lord of the Church. The blessing 
of unity cannot be separated from Him who 
blesses, for in Him it has its source and reality 
through His Word and Spirit it is revealed 
to us, and only in faith in Him can it become 
a reality among us.”’ “I he goes on, 
“ Jesus Christ as the one i between 
God and man is the oneness of the Church.” 
can 
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Notes 
au “ In things essential, unity ; in things non- 
aH essential, liberty; im all things charity.” 
aa - {1th “The Bible from beginning _of criticism in the religious Press. It has, of 
AY Islington to end is written for our 
48 Conference icarning, and we can see in 
ra ae its pages how men came to 
ue recognise more and more of the unchanging 
aM truth of God.” This is a brief extract from 
a4 Norwich to the ished -report of the 
te: addresses delivered at the llith Islington : 
ie Clerical Conference, the subject of which the Archbishops’ Committee above 
+f its relevance to-day.” (Lutterworth Press 4 
tt 1/6.) This volume is to be welcomed inevery of our Lord, and adds : 
rae way and is a marvel of cheapness at the 
| price. In the course of an impressive Presi- 
4:5 dential address the Rev. J. M. Hewitt, Vicar 
: | and Rural Dean of Islington, stressed the 
ce! importance of this annual gathering of 
ry Evangelicals, the need for which was more 
3 Kari Barth We commend to our readers 
su. on Reunion a little book recently pub- 
lished Clarke and 
‘ Churches.’ It is by Karl Barth, a little book, 
iy but big in its affirmations and thinking. It 
4 ; discusses the problem of Reunion. In the 
‘] lesiged as the accredited teaching of the 
: Church of England two results must follow, 
| | (1) The Evangelical school of thought will 
7 our minds the idea of unity, for we are one, 
; with Him, and with each other. We must 
7 have Him only in our mind. He calls us to 
T be on our guard all along the line “ lest the 
64 ; 
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| 
| 
of the readers that the World's | 
Godless and Evangelical Alliance has | | 
Anti-God followed up its vigorous 
Propaganda protests in official quarters “ 
concerning the projected 
World Conference of Godless agencies in lea 
London this year. Questions have been | 
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; of money. Four places of worship are 
where two be filled... . 
1 Why then did I os, | that schemes 
will come to nothing ? The 
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of the world to find their points of agreement, 
and to stand together against atheism, and 
he added, “ We must now go back to our 
sources, and see where we agree. I do ask 
Christians to understand Islam, and if these 
two religions can achieve . under - 


be more intelligent to discuss disagreements. 
It may be true that Islam numerically and 


without understanding its teaching. The 
bond is frequently only social without any 
The disintegration of 
y as a religion. On 
istianity, which is the 
only surviving religion, for its Founder and 
Head alone can say, “ I am He that liveth, 
and was dead, and behold I am alive, for 
"is reaching out to the uttermost 


parts of the earth, and its living message is 


Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth: for I am God, and there is none 


else. I have sworn by myself, the word is 


gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 
shall not return, that unto me every knee 
shall bow, every tongue shall swear.” 


The Pope In his 
and the Vigdent Cura, ‘“ On Cinema 
Cinema Entertainments,”’ Pope Pius 
XI deplores the many evil 
moral tendencies which are liable to show 
themselves in films ; and in regard to that we 
can find ourselves largely in agreement. He 
gives voice to “ the distress of mind with 
which we saw that this art, and the i 


” departed from ° ‘the way ’ 80 as to 
| to all, through the medium of light, 


encyclical-letter, 


Roman Catholic bi to set up bodies of 
censors of films, and to bring e on the 
laity to enforce the fi of such censors. 
“The various bi follow the 
exam of the in the United 


ship is 
possible, from the films anyt not agree- 
able to the Roman Church e need not 


Non-Catholic A Roman Catholic contem- 
Saints porary has attempted an 

there any saints outside the oman) 
Catholic Church ? I have heard it claimed 
that there are Protestant Saints.” The 
answer given was: “ In the 400 years of its 
existence the Protestant Church has failed to 


(meaning the ‘Roman Catholic Church) 
can produce Saints.” The remark is also 
made that Saints are those “who have 
we ayer ah virtue in a heroic degree,” and 

to whose heroic virtue God has testified by 


virtue "?. We have before us 
Roman Catholic work on moral theology ; 
The Spiritual Life, by the Very Rev. A. 


translated by the 
Rev. H. S.S., A.M. It classifies 


the moral virtues into four: Prudence, 
(subdivided into Religion and 
), Fortitude, and Temperance (sub- 
divided imto Chastity, Humility and 
Meekness). Is it really that no one 
but a Roman Catholic has ever 
these virtues, even to a heroic degree ? The 
idea is absurd, and is contradicted by a mass 
of evidence. 


at 
ai States of America, ain 
at standing, better understanding be Spreac faithful in Christ entrusted to them a yearly 
4 among all the great religions of the world”. promise never to frequent such cimema 
ee The fact is there can be no agreement between entertainments as offend the truth and 
principles of Christian doctrine.” For this 
+ purpose “the bishops should establish an 
office of inspection’; and “this business 
& icially has seemed to make great can be entrusted very well to the central 
cat advances, but the sway of Islam is ceasing, offices of Catholic Action.” We can see 
: where it has been strongest, to be a religious elements of danger in this. By “ Christian 
influence. Men easily become Mohammedans doctrine” of course the Pope, by the very 
nature of his creed, can mean only Roman 
‘ Catholic doctrine. Thus, a vigilant inspector- 
commient on the perils or to 
vigilance. 


= 
4 
3 
2 
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is no question, for 
hole mass-movement 
if inces in the history of 
a i It may turn out to be 
of the Christin, trans- 
he respOMNse 1s a response 
by the Indian Christian 
ey “* Edinburgh 1910 * m a they, in such a day of 
set all the non-Romasi Cht pwerfully and effectively 
ys the world on new lines hat is theirs ? What part 
4 * Jerusalem 1928° was anc warches play, how may 
By the series. From Jerusaler ow far is a unified align- 
bs S was given to the idea , and practicable ? 
kas ‘Younger’ Churches to being baptised steadily 
£3 § idea of Missionary Societie the rate of 150,000 men, 
Hf run by them. In other we n @ year, and the rate of 
He realised that, in the varic > be capable of almost 

“At Jerusalem there ing of experience 

a representation of people f 

Hi Churches in contrast to the mere sprinkling warist or Mr. Rattenbury continues : 

thet She in fields of Africa there are 

} representing Younger Churches Missionary | 

be shall actually exceed in numbers those from Problems hardly 

: the Older Churches. has 

3 “ Had peace continued in the Far in such a 

t Conference was to have been held in er 

i: chow, one of Chima’s most famous Germany, J 

f spots. Now, after some deliberation, ; and Ceylon, to 

been decided that, in spite of wars and 

¥ rumours of wars, the 1938 Conference shall Christ and , Christi ; 
7° 
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pon the Christian's glican cht 
agh to lay down 
periences of the 
it right for pec 
ca to lay dowr 
m from their 
in their different c | 
to Render to | 
’s and to God the 
Thousands and t | 
liow Christians are ac | 
where this word of . 
own consciences and tf anc 
Spirit, must consul 
again. need to 
ms of our histc 
| : help of our min 7 
Sea 
° id 
Chri: 
Of Missionary pr 
ngelismm in Alrica. 
imes imagine that all Uganda | | 
in ggg Boag pagans are on the War our re | 
jority. T. in China Lissic 
as irst missionary. ti name of | 
he was able to report that whose voice, speaking 
eight Christians. To-day over the ether, ts 
7 


a 


very sincere, while older men and 
are timid and do not like to come to 
ernationally-minded * Church; the 


3 


“ Dr. Kagawa is also busy with a policy 
for world , which he has put before the 
Japanese Prime Minister, and explained to a 


Economics, whose researches would enable a 
World Economic Union to be formed. 


neighbour policy we must go further and 
create a good brother policy. ‘In honour 
preferring one another.’ ” 


can we 

“ Within a little over ten " (we quote 
Mr. W. H. P. Anderson, Secretary 
of the Mission) “ a new hope has come to the 
world's sufferers from leprosy. But not all 
have 


results are being 
Some cases respond more quickly 
than others. The early cases, under the right 
conditions, stand to benefit most, and a 
gratifying number of those treated have been 

free from any active signs of 


expectation of remaining free from recurrence 
of the disease. “ To-day the importance of 
dealing with infection m children is being 
increasingly stressed. All who can 


the 


: : Japan and the world in terms of the Gospel Leprosy Leprosy is not entirely, but 
fi of Christ. Now we have further news of our To-day largely a missionary interest. 
fa © friend. The British Weekly has received the The Mission to Lepers from 
a : direct news from him about his its beginning has carried on its work in 
3 “ Dr. Kagawa himself is preaching every other 
ey night at evangelistic meetings arranged for 
me him by the National Christian Council. On 
oF December 12th more than a thousand came 
BS to the Shiro Church in Yokohama, among 
af them many Buddhist priests. : 
“Se “ Of the effect of the war on the Christian 
Church generally, Dr. Kagawa says, are 
¥ years we had a good spirit of unity, al | still 
nf Barthian theology, and this has brought those places where institutions for lepers 
ai dificulties—and ‘the war has made things exist a growing work of cleansing is being 
Et: worse. Some Christians have gone ultra- carried on” (this is true of souls as well as 
‘e: nationalistic, not merely because the Govern- — bodies). It has to be remembered, however, 
t : ment has ordered it, but because of their that many of those who come to mission and 
ot own feelings. other institutions for lepers come in great 
a destitution, their bodies weakened in conse- 
cs quence, and often with intercurrent disease 
at of one form or another. And yet from among 
| 
hundred came and also paid ten sen proportion of those treated, are now regarded 
admission. as “arrested” cases, with a reasonable 
“Even in the capital city the young 
people are not frightened of Christian 
preaching. It is very interesting. 
with au yint connection 
| treatment of the child with early infection 
: - = as an essential factor in the control of leprosy. 
comms Christian missions are in a ition 
/ Kagawa Fellowship Retreat on November to render valuable service i SY 
iF 2ist to 22nd. The focus of attention should jf; ic in fact. in mission homes 
4 be turned to the economic and social life of mission work in the villages of Se amd 
a the people. Each nation should contribute africa and in other parts that so much 
ik ten per cent. of its war budget to finance an excellent work is now possible in the rescue 
International Institute of tive of children trom the 
7 “ In an African colony, only a few years in 
i existence, the Christian lepers contribute 
4a gladly to the support of a healthy Christian 
; teacher. The recital of other examples of 
1} their thankfulness for the mercies have 
| received could be indefinitely ; 
| Some, like those who came to the Master 
| 7 
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and were cleansed, have not returned to give 
thanks, but a living Church to-day of over 
10,000 members mission and other 
institutions is a striking testimony to their 
response to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 


Evangelical The Occasional Letter (No. 
Allfance 11) of the Evangelical Alli- 
of Angola ance of Angola reports a 


communication from 


cheering 


“It is understood that as evangelism is 
the way in which missionaries propagate their 
religion, they May, as Many as are com- 
petent for such work, carry on such among 
natives in their settlements; however pri- 
vately owned (missionary 
be in harmony with this permission 
houses would be considered branch mission 


stations, the ing of which are dependent 
on the same ities which are required 
for the founding of a mission station. 


4 


four months in the Congo during the summer, 
when he will take in the Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations of Protestant work there. 


In recent 

with the of the 
‘Christian Literature Society 
of Korea we mentioned see- 
ing an article describi 
in Korea as “ A Church on Fire, 


= 


and enquired why, if this is the case, the | 
Churches did not take more interest in Prayer, 
and the Week of Prayer. The following 
reply has come to hand. 

“ You are quite justified in thinking that a 
Church, if ‘on fire’ with the Gospel, should 
take an interest in prayer and in the world- 
wide Week of Prayer. In this case it is a 
matter of bringing the interests involved 
before the leaders in such a way that action 


Changes Mr. H. L. Hemmens, Assis- 14 
in tant Home Secretary of the = 
Congoland Baptist Missionary Society = 
cinematogra: , bustrat na 
life in the Congo, at the Missi Reunion 
at the Alliance House, on 
February Ii7th. Mr. H. Martyn Gooch, 
General Secretary of the Alliance, introduced 
“The Metery of Genel the 
Congo was briefly traced by Mr. Hemmens, 
sought to prevent missionaries from doing who mentioned that the frst asieslonasies to 
itinerant evangelism, and an appeal in this 
regard has elicited the following Order. It 
is dated from Lisbon, October 7th, 1037: ae work, the speaker . 
“ Doubts have arisen as to whether foreign 250,000 men and 
missionaries may do evangelistic work (cate- with Christian 
quese) outside of mission stations journeying community of 
through the native villages. out of a total | 
| 
of 
and Mr. Hemmens said that the rate of | = 
infant mortality had fallen from 80 per cent. se 
to 7 per cent., an irrefutable proof of the _ 
= value and usefulness of Christian teaching. 
thik bio of View, be com- Me soning | 
municated to you.” 
Commenting on this Order, Rev. J. T. 
Tucker, Secretary of the Alliance remarks - ; 
“ Therefore direct village evangelism has | 
no let or hindrance in Angola and subordinate 
officials can no longer restrain those who 
desire to tour the villages, whether men or Pra 
women, all who afé competent can undertake 
the work.” We weicome this information. missions 
Roman Catholic influences in Angola and | 
othet parts of Portuguese Africa have sought . 
to discredit Protestant Missions on various | 
grounds, not omitting a false declaration 
that such missions are anti-national and : 
foreign. The Portuguese Evangelical Alliance 
is behind the Protestant missionaries in | 
Portuguese Africa, and is doing all possible 
with the Lisbon Government to refute false 
73 
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is 
both the Methodist 
there have been dissensions and 
for a number of years. ‘ North’ 
and ‘South’ divisions have been perpet- 
for 500 years and continue in the 


4 2. 


the power of the forces of 
darkness are much stronger than we ever 
realised before!” 


the intelligent world, are not being enforced. 


meeting was illustrative of the tremendous 
fact that the whole Christian worid is uniting 
ments among the Mohammedans as never 
before. . The result will be a great extension of 


man. "The Alliance ha also commanded the 


ibert 


f religious of every 
The work 0 the past ninety 


tion of the Alliance in the increasing 
number of places where its aid may be sought. 


JESUS BLESS THEM NOW 
1 (Tune: Jesus saves me now.) 3 


Children reach t 
Dark little faces, with gloom in their 
hearts, 
Shades of darkest night ! 


Yonder in distant Brazil and Peru ~ 
Yonder on prairie and plain 
Brown little flowers are weary and sad 

Pleading for the rain. — 
Yonder in Africa, dreary and wild 
Far “ mid ™ the isles of the sea, 
Many Saint little voice way be beard 
Calling you and me. 
W. NANTLAIS. 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
filled nbi ith the Holy 
— & Spirit. The Church throughout the country 
so that whenever the spiritual state privi 
ce a fresh out- where, for many centuries, ha 
ew to this is the fanaticism, backed legal provisions, has 
prevents self- ‘made liberty 
ge expression in many ways that are normal One of the great factors in the promotion 
fe to westerners, so that irritation shows itself of religious liberty throughout the work! 
ig in many directions. during the past ninety years _—— a 
.. “ We seem to be just at the stage when the World's Evangelical Alliance. It on 
a young Church should be cron tes period for united, intelligent, prayerful, practical 
of apprenticeship and ready to settle down  ™¢thods, and has commanded the 
3 to a man's sense of responsibility, but as a 2% _ co-operation of representatives of a 
3 matter of fact there are many discouraging ‘%Ctions of the Christian Church. It has 
symptoms. In the C.LS. I had been one of commanded the respect of all lovers of 
ae the fear in the desire to give more and =‘ #berty throughout the world, even of some 
4 more control to the native leaders, but for Who have not fully accepted its evangelical 
a the past few years we have had to halt this 
| movement lest the Institution be destroyed 
id = or at least used as a tool of one party to 
4 “We are not discouraged as we take u 
A long view, but certainly we need to face facts 
experiences 
of the past as to methods of work wil! 
' strengthen and greatly increase its efficiency 
| for the future. On the other hand,. the 
Religious In Mohammedan countries growth of religious liberty, each succeeding 
| Liberty the inexorable laws against year throughout the world, will open wider 
| Christianity have been re- and wider opportunities for the helpful 
Yonder in China, away in Japan 
a Sweet yellow faces abound, | 
f t No one to tell them of God and His love 
t Idols all around. 
2 
‘ Yonder in India, and fairest Ceylon 
| 1 74 
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Tuompson, M.A. (Marshall, Morgan 
(British CE. 


3/6.) 
One of the most interesting books we have met 


with on this 
ISLES. By Rev. B. Resve. 


Union. 6.) 


RISTIAN ENDEAVOUR IN THE BRITISH 


THE PROBLEM OF SPIRITISM. 
claiming CH 


LIFE IN OTHER LANDS — CZECHO. | that 


for 


Stedent 


By SPAULL. 
/6.) 
This is a little volume primarily intended for faith and outlook. 
“ Evance.icat Curistenpom,” 19, Russell Square, London, 


All books for review wnder this heading should be addressed to 


Christian Movement. 


SLOVAKIA. 


+6 


4-4 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
ay 
This a volume in the 
se spiritual problems of Latin America as 4 
do without. The information is 
“e der from personal observation, made 
he Grubb dering recent visits to Central Ti 
ae neediess to say that throughout the word 
i f conveyed of evangelical activity in Central 
is interest and importance. 
fe wil fi that the problem of Central 
“44 which is outstanding is that of rengther 
| developing the indigenous church, the lead 
= which a matter for concern. There are 
and valuable appendices, and maps. 
| THE THEORY OF RELIGIOUS LIBE 
ENGLAND. BY T. Lvow. (Cambric 
versity Press. 6 net.) 
ro Civil and religious liberty are to-day 
publc attention and and even im our own 
yf country there is reason acquainting ourselves 
3 afresh with the history of the past—for religious this brief broc ' 
liberty has played an important in our religious to compress in bie 
at and social history since the Reformation. This of bistery of 
t book is a study of its birth. among the widely Christian Endeavour im the British Isles. It is 
; differing creeds of the seventeenth century: The admirably done; and while its will be 
a Author shows, not only how the ideal was given  Drimarily to those connected with the CE. Move- 
in the growth of the Kingdom of God among young 
- Anglican or Free Church confession will find much of all lands. Dr. F. E. Clark laid the 
E : in this volume to stir thought and impart knowledge endl tt of the Endeavour Movement on lines 
ondered at, but a matter 
ing to all of Evangelical 
a the Editor, 
q 


